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safe station, and appear with honour, and the
remembrance of what we have done may be wrapt
up in an eternal silence, as if it had never happened;
you shall always have my sincere affection, only then
it shall be honest, and perfectly just to my brother;
you shall be my dear sister, as now you are my
dear------and there he stopt.

Your dear whore, says I, you would have said,
and you might as well have said it; but I understand
you : however, I desire you to remember the long
discourses you have had with me, and the many
hours' pains you have taken to persuade me to
believe myself an honest woman; that I was your
wife intentionally, and that it was as effectual a
marriage that had passed between us, as if we had
been publicly wedded by the parson of the parish;
you know these have been your own words to me.

I found this was a little too close upon him, but
I made it up in what follows; he stood stockstill
for awhile, and said nothing, and I went on
thus; You cannot, says I, without the highest
injustice, believe that I yielded upon all these per-
suasions without a love not to- be questioned, not to be
shaken again by anything that could happen after-
ward : if you have such dishonourable thoughts of
me, I must ask you what foundation have I given
for such a suggestion.

If then I have yielded to the importunities of my
affection ; and if I have been persuaded to believe
that I am really your wife, shall I now give the lie
to all those arguments, and call myself your whore,
or mistress, which is the same thing ? and will you
transfer me to your brother ? can you transfer my
affection ? can you bid me cease loving you, and bid
me love him ? is it in. my power, think you, to make
such a change at demand ? No sir, said I, depend
upon it 'tis impossible, and whatever the change on